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 Vol. XXI, No. 2 Journal of Southeast Asian Studies September 1990
 pp. 287-328 ? 1990 National University of Singapore

 The Litany of "The World's Beginning":
 A Hindu-Javanese Purification Text

 NANCY J. SMITH-HEFNER

 Tengger Javanese are an ethnic Javanese people who live in the rugged uplands
 surrounding Mount Bromo in eastern Java.1 Tengger are unique among modern
 Javanese in that they alone trace their religious traditions back to a non-Islamic,
 Hindu-Javanese priesthood thought to date from the time of the last of Java's great
 Hindu-Buddhist kingdoms (the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries). Specialists of
 Java's ancient Hindu traditions, however, have generally concluded that liturgical
 manuscripts from the Tengger region can tell us little about Old Javanese religion.
 The eminent Dutch historian Th. G. Th. Pigeaud writes that the people who pre
 served the religious texts among the Tengger never belonged to the class of cultured
 ecclesiastics so prominent in Hindu-Javanese times.2 Many of the Tengger manu
 scripts in museum collections are written in a rustic and non-standard, budha script,3
 and do not contain any learned Sanskrit slokas or other easily identifiable references
 to classical Hindu-Javanese traditions.4 These facts led Pigeaud to speculate that the
 Tengger population had always formed a separate community, only superficially

 An earlier version of this paper was presented at the 41st Meeting of the Association for Asian Studies
 held in March 1989.

 linguistic research was conducted in the Tengger highlands of East Java from 1978 to 1980. It was
 supported by a Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Grant and was sponsored in Indonesia by
 the National Language Centre (Pusat Bahasa) and the Indonesian Academy of Sciences (LIPI). Follow-up
 research, conducted over a nine month period in 1985, was also supported by Fulbright (ASEAN) as well
 as the Social Science Research Council. I would like to acknowledge with appreciation the critical input
 of my husband and co-worker in the region, Robert W. Hefner, whose reconstruction of historical events
 in the Tengger region has served as the foundation of my own understanding of Tengger social and religious
 change; see Robert W. Hefner, Hindu Javanese: Tengger Tradition and Islam (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton
 University Press, 1985); "Islamizing Java? Religion and Politics in Rural East Java", The Journal of Asian
 Studies 46, no. 3 (1987): 533-54; The Political Economy of Mountain Java: An Interpretive History
 (Berkeley, University of California Press, forthcoming).

 2Th. G. Th. Pigeaud, Literature of Java, Vol. 1 (The Hague: Martinus Nijhoff, 1967), p. 49.
 3Budha (literally, "Buddhist") script or gunung ("mountain") script are terms used to refer to archaic

 and non-standard forms of Javanese script found in remote areas of Java in non-Islamic manuscripts; see
 Pigeaud, Literature of Java, p. 54; Nancy J. Smith-Hefner, "Reading, Reciting and Knowing: Interpreting
 a Rural Javanese Text Tradition", in Writing on the Tongue, ed. Alton L. Becker (Ann Arbor: The
 University of Michigan, Center for South and Southeast Asian Studies, 1989), p. 196.

 4Another Dutch historian, G.P. Rouffaer ["Tenggereezen", Encyclopaedic van Nederlandsch-Indie
 (Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1921), p. 303] even reports that prayers collected from the Tengger area in the early
 nineteenth century are written "in ordinary Javanese prose". They are, in fact, written in a form of what
 is often referred to as Middle Javanese. Cf. P.J. Zoetmulder, Kalangwan (The Hague: Martinus Nijhoff,
 1974), pp. 24-36 and 441-43.

 287
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 288  Nancy J. Smith-Hefner

 influenced by Hindu tradition, and primarily involved in the worship of Mount
 Bromo, the volcano located at the centre of the region.5

 With the collapse of the Hindu-Javanese kingdom of Majapahit in the late
 fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries, the conditions for the survival of Hindu
 Javanese culture in Java were seriously disrupted: "Hindu-Javanism, driven from the
 centers of political power which were the strongholds of its culture, was doomed to
 disappear. "6 Few Hindu-Javanese religious works survived the Islamization of Java's
 courts, and little of this literature would remain today were it not for the Hindu
 Balinese kraton with their brahmin priests who continued to make the ancient
 religious writings the subject of their interest and study.7 As a result, much of what
 we know of Old Javanese literature has actually come to us from Bali. In the one
 area of Java where non-Islamic texts were maintained well into the twentieth century
 ? the Tengger highlands ? scholars like Pigeaud contended that these manuscripts
 provided little insight into Old Javanese Hinduism; the prayers contained in these
 texts, Pigeaud argued, were never part of a great religious tradition, but were only
 "rather popular speculations, apparently of a relatively recent date-"8

 Closer examination of the Tengger manuscripts, however, reveals that they are of
 greater interest to those seeking information on early Javanese religion than these
 arguments would suggest. The Purwo Bumi Kamulane (litany of "The World's
 Beginning") is an ancient Hindu-Javanese purification prayer still recited by Tengger
 priests today. Comparative analysis indicates that this litany is the same as that
 collected from the Tengger area in the early nineteenth century by the English
 Governor Raffles.9 Even more dramatic, however, is the discovery by the present
 author that the prayer is also virtually identical to the litany of the Balinese sengguhu
 or resi bhujangga, a. non-Brahmanic, commoner priest. The parallels between the two
 liturgies provide powerful evidence that at one point there was significant cultural
 contact between the priesthood of the Tengger mountains and the Balinese resi. This
 evidence renders highly implausible the conclusions of earlier historians to the effect
 that Tengger Javanese were always a tribal population separate from other Javanese,
 and only nominally involved in any Hindu worship.10 Conversely, the liturgical
 parallels between Tengger and Balinese prayers support the longstanding contention
 of the Tengger that they are, in fact, "original Javanese", and the descendants of
 refugees from fallen Majapahit. The Tengger manuscripts thus have more to tell us
 about Old Javanese religion than scholars have long thought.

 The Tengger Highlands in Early Javanese History

 The Tengger highlands are located forty kilometres to the east of the city of
 Malang and fifty kilometres to the south of the north coast ports of Probolinggo

 5Pigeaud, Literature of Java, p. 49.
 6Zoetmulder, Kalangwan, p. 22.
 7Ibid., p. 24.
 8Pigeaud, Literature of Java, p. 49.
 9Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles, "A Discourse Delivered on the 11th September 1815", Transactions

 of the Batavian Society of Arts and Sciences, Vol. 8 (1826), p. 40.
 I0J.E. Jasper, Tengger en de Tenggereezen (Batavia: Druk van G. Kolff, 1926); Pigeaud, Literature of

 Java, p. 49.

This content downloaded from 128.197.26.12 on Wed, 17 Aug 2016 12:51:55 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms



 Litany of "The World's Beginning  289

 and Pasuruan. In earlier times, the area lay just to the east of the Hindu-Javanese
 court centres of Singosari and its successor, Majapahit. Charters found near the
 mountain region, dating from as early as the tenth century, attest to the fact that
 pre-Islamic courts considered the mountain region sacred. These charters indicate that
 the area was the site of a mandhala religious community and that many of the
 inhabitants were members of Buddhist and Hindu religious sects.11
 With the decline of the last powerful East Javanese court of Majapahit in the late

 fifteenth century and the rise to power of Central Javanese Muslim courts, Java's
 eastern territories experienced a lengthy period of warfare and political disorder.12
 Only one small Hindu principality survived the devastation; it was located at Blam
 bangan, on the far eastern tip of Java, adjacent to Bali. This non-Muslim court was
 the target of repeated attacks launched by Central Javanese (Mataram) authorities.

 Outside of Blambangan, pockets of non-Islamic population also appear to have
 survived for some time. The most important of these was located in the Tengger
 mountains. Anti-Mataram rebels used these mountains as a refuge and a base for
 attacks against Mataram and Dutch forces. This resistance to Central Javanese
 authority proved so successful that in 1743 the eastern territories were ceded to the
 Dutch East Indies Company as payment for the Company's assistance in military
 campaigns against eastern Java's rebels. The Europeans were able to pacify the area,
 however, only in the final years of the eighteenth century.13

 The consequences of this history were severe. Nearly two centuries of fighting
 in eastern Java had destroyed much of the area's indigenous population and the
 traditions to which it was heir. The Dutch subsequently encouraged immigration to
 provide labour for sugar and coffee estates.14 The majority of these newcomers were
 at least nominally Muslim; many were Madurese. In the resulting flood of migration,
 the indigenous East Javanese population maintained a strong presence only in a
 few areas ? most notably around Blambangan in the far east and in the Tengger
 highlands.

 In the early nineteenth century, Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles, then Lieutenant
 Governor of Java, conducted a tour of Java's eastern districts and visited the Tengger
 area.15 Raffles reported on his visit in a lecture delivered on 11 September 1815 to the

 11 J.L.A. Brandes, "Oud-Javaansch Oorkonden", Tijdschrift voor Indische Taal-, Land-, en Volken
 dunde uitgegeven door het (Koninklijk) Bataviaasch Genootschap van K?nsten en Wetenschappen, Vol.
 60 (1913); J.G. De Casparis, "Oorkonde uit het Singosarische", Inscripties van Nederlandsch-Indie (1940),
 pp. 50-60; Th. G. Th. Pigeaud, Java in the 14th Century, Vol. 1 (The Hague: Martinus Nijhoff, 1960-63),
 p. 120.

 12Ann Kumar, Surapati: Man and Legend (Leiden: E.J. Brill, 1976); M.C. Ricklefs, A History of
 Modern Indonesia: C. 1300 to the Present (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1981).

 13Ann Kumar, "Javanese Historiography in and of the 'Colonial Period': A Case Study", in Perceptions
 of the Past in Southeast Asia, ed. Anthony Reid and David Marr (Singapore: Heinemann Educational
 Books, 1979), pp. 187-206; Ricklefs, A History of Modern Indonesia.

 14Kumar, "Javanese Historiography in and of the 'Colonial Period'", p. 192; Egbert DeVries, Land
 bouw en Welvaart in het Regentschap Pasoeroean: Bidjrage tot de Kennis van de Sociale Economie van
 Java (Wageningen, The Netherlands: H. Veenman, 1931), p. 32; Hefner, Hindu Javanese, p. 32.

 15Raffles, "A Discourse Delivered on the 11th September".
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 Batavian Society of Arts and Sciences in which he described the Tengger priests,
 called dhukun,16 and the religious texts he collected from them.

 [The priests' religious] records consist of three compositions, written on the Lontar
 leaf, describing the origin of the world, the attributes of the Deity, and the forms
 of worship to be observed on different occasions. Copies were taken on the spot.17

 It is unclear where the originals of the texts Raffles collected in Tengger are today.
 Raffles wrote that he planned to publish translations, but they never appeared. It is
 possible, however, that a British Library manuscript, add. 123424, is a copy of one
 of the texts Raffles refers to here.18 Museum manuscript catalogues indicate that the
 manuscript was purchased by the library in 1842 from John Crawfurd, esq. Like
 Raffles, Crawfurd was a British diplomat in Southeast Asia during the first quarter
 of the nineteenth century and had a keen interest in Javanese language and history.

 The museum notes which accompany add. 123424 direct the reader to Raffles'
 comments, cited above, and to similar comments made in his book, The History of
 Java.19 On the flyleaf of the library's manuscript there is a short note written in
 English: "Sacred Book of the Hindoo of the Mountain of Tangar". Examination of
 the text confirms the manuscript's importance. After a standard invocation, hong
 hawiggenam astu nnammah ("Om, let there be no hinderance, hommage!"), it begins,
 hong pruwa bumi kammullan ("Om, the origin of the world"). Although somewhat
 longer than contemporary versions, it is none other than the Tengger Purwo Bumi

 Kamulane, the litany of "The World's Beginning" still recited by Tengger priests today.

 Collecting the Texts

 Between the early nineteenth century, when Raffles visited Tengger, and 1978 when
 my husband and I began our research ? over a century and a half later ? enormous
 changes had occurred in the Tengger highlands. The influx of Muslim Madurese
 and Javanese into lower-lying areas in the nineteenth century had pushed Tengger
 settlements further up the mountainside, into areas where coffee cultivation was
 not possible.20 The presence of these Muslim newcomers in the surrounding area
 eventually caused a severe crisis of identity among Tengger Javanese. Despite their
 pretensions to being the most indigenous of Javanese, Tengger found themselves
 surrounded by those who neither shared their tradition nor accepted its legitimacy.

 In the late nineteenth century, the religious crisis worsened, as lowland villages
 around the Tengger highlands were swept by the first of a series of movements for
 Islamic revitalization.21 During this period, in response to Islam's perceived threat,
 Tengger priests began to borrow elements of Muslim lore into their ritual perform
 ances. Furthermore, elements of specifically Hindu-Shaivite tradition were purposely

 16Although the term dhukun has taken on a pejorative sense in more orthodox Muslim areas of Java,
 in Tengger the term is used to refer to local priests and has no such pejorative overtones.

 17Raffles, "A Discourse Delivered on the 11th September", p. 40.
 18M.C. Ricklefs and P. Voorhoeve, Indonesian Manuscripts in Great Britain (Oxford: Oxford

 University Press, 1977), p. 84.
 19Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles, The History of Java (Kuala Lumpur: Oxford University Press, 1965

 [1830]), p. 330.
 20Hefner, Hindu Javanese, p. 33.
 21 Hefner, "Islamizing Java?", and The Political Economy of Mountain Java (forthcoming).
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 backgrounded in public religious statements. By the 1960s, a number of Tengger
 communities had converted to Islam, and others continued to flirt with the possibility
 of conversion.

 In late 1978, when my husband and I arrived on the scene, the crisis had entered
 a new phase, influenced by the religious policies of the Indonesian state.22 Whereas
 some Tengger villages had finally decided to affiliate themselves with Balinese

 Hinduism, the members of other villages felt this was a repudiation of ancestral ways.
 A few priests feared that the texts would in fact prove them to be animists. In this
 atmosphere, Tengger priests were understandably nervous about showing their liturgical
 texts to outsiders. Although we were permitted to tape the (often unintelligible) priestly
 rituals, we were unable to convince any of the priests to allow us to see their books.

 Finally, after many months in the region, a priest from the southwest felt suffi
 ciently comfortable with us to give us access to his texts. The Purwo Bumi Kamulane
 litany was prominent among them. We were subsequently able to obtain a number
 of prayer texts from other Tengger priests, including two additional versions of the
 litany, one from the northwest and another from a village in the northeast.23

 Although in none of our versions is the narrative of the purification complete in
 itself, the litany can be summarized as follows,

 In the beginning the Goddess Uma emerged from the void. The Goddess became
 Bathara Guru's consort and the two meditated. From their meditation emerged
 the five sages, Kosika, Garga, Maitri, Kurusya, and Pratanjala. Kosika came forth
 from their skin, Garga from their flesh, and Maitri from their sinews. Kurusya
 came from their bones and Pratanjala from their marrow.

 The upper world was then complete, and the five sages were told by the God
 and Goddess to descend to create the lower world. Four of the sages refused and
 were cursed by the God. Kosika became a monster and went off to the east. Garga
 became a snake and went off to the west. Kurusya became a crocodile and went
 to the north. Pratanjala was the only one who accepted the Gods' command. He
 became the king of the turtles, his place, at the centre.

 Pratanjala then descended to create the world. There was as yet nothing in the
 void, no east, no south, no west, no north, nothing to be seen, nothing to be
 heard. The Goddess Uma began to create the world with Pratanjala. She concen
 trated her mind and from her body sweat began to pour forth. It gushed in
 streams and became the Gangges. Then from her body the earth came forth. The
 sun and the moon emerged, and all of the planets and stars. The five elements
 came forth and the four elements, water, light, wind and sky. Everything was
 finally complete in the three worlds.

 22According to national policy, all Indonesians must now profess one of the five world religions
 recognized by the Indonesian government: Islam, Catholicism, Protestantism, or reform-variants of
 Buddhism or Hinduism.

 23Also of significance, among the texts we collected was a prayer which accompanies a ceremony which
 Tengger call the pembaruan, a rite of priestly renewal. Priests who have undergone renewal, in Tengger
 called tiyang baru "new men", are mentioned in Pigeaud's Java in the 14th Century as well as in the
 Tantu Panggelaran, an old Javanese historical text which dates from the late Majapahit period [Th. G.
 Th. Pigeaud, De Tantu Panggelaran (The Hague: Martinus Nijhoff, 1924)]. The exegesis of the pembaruan
 text will be taken up in a later paper, but its existence in Tengger is further support for the early and
 extensive contacts between the upland area and the lowland Hindu Javanese courts.
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 The Goddess Uma then suddenly became angry. She desired human flesh. She
 became the Goddess Durga. She screamed and roared like a lion. Her teeth were
 long and sharp like tusks. Her mouth was like an abyss. Her eyes were like twin
 stars and her nostrils like deep wells. Her hair was matted and tangled and her
 body was huge beyond compare. Her horrible demon army surrounded her and
 from the sea came more monsters and every kind of fish.

 When the God Guru saw this, he descended to earth and became the God Kala.
 His appearance was as horrifying as that of the Goddess Durga.

 The two of them were accompanied by all sorts of fiends and demons, demons
 of the forest, demons of the road, demons of the gate and of the courtyard,
 demons whose place is under the bed, in the lean-to, in the kitchen, and in the
 rice bin, bulging-eyed demons, hunchback demons, demons of the graveyard and
 of the marketplace.

 The Goddess Durga came forth from the ocean in her terrifying form. She was
 smeared with blood and wore a necklace of human skulls. She was draped with
 intestines and escorted by Kala's army to the graveyard of infants. Humans were
 eaten by day and by night.

 Finally, the God Kala created Brahma, Visnu, and Maheswara and sent them
 down to the middle world to help humankind. Iswara became a brahmin priest
 and Visnu became a bujangga. They made offerings of various kinds to be eaten
 by Durga and Kala. The priests honoured the Gods, chanting prayers, ringing bells,
 and burning incense, performing a purification. A covenant was made with the
 gods so that if on certain days they are feasted and honoured, humans will no
 longer be eaten.

 The God Kala then returned to his former self as Bathara Guru and Durga
 became Uma again. Kosika returned to the East as the God Iswara. Garga
 returned to the south as the God Brahma. Maitri returned to the west as the God

 Mahadewa. Kurusya went to the north as the god Visnu and Pratanjala went to
 his place in the centre and became the God Siva. All returned to their true forms.

 The Ritual Context

 The Purwo Bumi Kamulane is considered by Tengger priests as the most sacred
 and efficacious of their liturgy. It accompanies the most significant of the Tengger
 rituals, a ceremony called the entas-entas, the purification or "elevation" of deceased
 souls.24 Not only is the entas-entas the most elaborate and lengthy of Tengger rituals,
 the prayers which accompany it are, with regard to both language and imagery,
 the most obscure. Entas (mentas) means literally to "emerge as from water". In at
 least one Tengger prayer the purified souls are depicted as emerging from the boiling,
 cow-headed cauldron of hell (the Indie gomukha), identified as the crater of the
 volcano, Mt. Bromo.25 The entas-entas is performed not to purify single deceased
 individuals at the time of their death, but rather the collective dead of a family. It

 24For a more detailed description of the entas-entas ceremony and its interpretation see Hefner,
 "Chapter 8", Hindu Javanese, pp. 163-88. For an earlier, less complete description, see John Sch?lte,
 "De Slamatan Entas-Entas der Tenggereezen on de Memukur C?r?monie op Bali", Handelingen van het
 Eerst Kongres voor de Taal-, Land-, en Volkenkunde van Yawa Gehouden (1919), pp. 47-80.

 25Nancy J. Smith-Hefner, "Language and Social Identity: Speaking Javanese in Tengger" (Ph. D. diss.,
 University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 1983), p. 284. See also Jan Gonda, Sanskrit in Indonesia (Nagpur,
 India: The International Academy of Indian Culture, 1952), p. 147.
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 is an expensive ceremony and awaits the time when living family members have
 amassed the significant amount of capital required to sponsor its celebration.

 The ceremony is normally three days in length. During the rites and festivities of
 the first two days the various orders of family and guardian spirits are invited, fed,
 and entertained with tayuban dancing, ludruk comedie performance, jaran kepang
 (horse trance dancing) and the like. The purification proper or palukatan occurs only
 on the third day when, through an elaborate ceremony called the banten gedhe, the
 most powerful world deity is entreated to descend and to enter the priest. This deity
 may be referred to by various terms, but is here identified as Sunan Prabu Guru or
 Siva as World Teacher. It is in his name and through his power that the purification
 will be effected. Once the banten gedhe has been performed and the most powerful
 deity has been invoked, the purification of the deceased souls can begin.

 The volume and complexity of the palukatan preparations and offerings indicate
 the spiritual significance of the ceremony to be performed. The assistants of the
 priest arrange low benches on which are placed, at intervals, unhusked rice stalks.
 The benches are then covered by woven mats. Clay pots (cepel) are set out in front
 of the benches, one for each representative of the dead. These representatives are
 actually living relatives of the deceased who seat themselves on low benches, each
 in front of one of the clay pots. They wear only pants or a sarong. Women loosen
 their hair and take off any jewellery. They sit holding in their right hand the flower
 and stalk figures called petra to which the souls of the ancestral dead will be invoked.
 The petra sit in clay pots in which are also placed a few coins and some cigarettes
 said to be provisions for the soul's journey.

 Food offerings for the deceased souls are set out in front of each cepel. And in
 front of these are the requisite nasi tumpeng, rice mountains, one for each of the
 deceased, whole roasted chickens, more dishes of cooked meat, of sate, of curries
 and of noodles and bunches of bananas, all for the ancestral spirits. After this
 come the trays and trays of sajenan offerings for the guardian deities, stacked up in
 teetering piles, each tray of woven banana leaf filled with a prescribed combination
 of fried meat, rice cakes and sweets. To the left of these offerings is placed a thigh
 of raw beef as an offering for the demons. And to the right sits the freshly removed
 head and skin of a goat which is to be the vehicle for the souls' journey to heaven,
 once purified.

 The living representatives of the deceased souls are covered with a long white cloth,
 symbolically, the winding cloth of the dead. The priest recites the incense offering
 sequence, the gamelan starts to play and all other activity stops as everyone present
 turns his attention to the purification ceremony. The priest then begins slowly and
 clearly to intone the Purwo Bumi litany while, at intervals, ringing his ceremonial
 bell.26

 26These bells are very similar to the ones still used by Balinese priests today in Bali. They are a part
 of the Tengger priest's ritual regalia which includes a prapen or "incense burner" and a prasen or
 "zodiakbeker", so called because it is typically imprinted with signs of the zodiac. The Tengger priests'
 holy water beakers have been found to date from as early as the first half of the fourteenth century
 [H.H. Juynboll, "Zodiakbekers", in Encyclopaedic van Nederlandsch-Indie, ed. J. Paulus (Leiden: E.J.
 Brill, 1921), pp. 838-40], another indication of the archaic pedigree of Tengger priestly ritual.
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 The Purwo Bumi prayer is itself the story of a purification ? that of the five Indie
 sages, Kosika, Garga, Maitri, Kurusya and Pratanjala (here, identified as sons of the
 Primordial being). According to C. Hooykaas these sages play a fairly insignificant
 role in the Indie literature, but their status is upgraded in Java and Bali where they
 have come to be associated with the five gross elements, the five incarnations of
 Buddha, and with other classifications of five.27 At the end of the Purwo Bumi
 litany, the five sages are identified with the five aspects of Siva, as Iswara, Brahma,

 Mahadewa, Visnu (and Siva himself). Purified, they each return to the compass
 direction from whence they came.

 Through the recitation of the liturgy and various ritual acts of cleansing which
 follow, the priest, as the vehicle of the Lord Guru, purifies the deceased souls who
 are represented by their living descendants. Finally, the priest pulls the white cloth
 from the heads of the souls' representatives, saying loudly, "All go!" The men and
 women rush to the doorway whereupon, with a dramatic flourish, the priest's assistant
 chops a green coconut in two with a single stroke of his machete. At this point, the
 relationship between the living and the ancestral souls is severed. The souls have been
 purified, released (linukat). The representatives, shivering with cold, quickly wash
 their hands and faces. The purification is complete.

 The Texts

 Four versions of the Purwo Bumi are presented on pp. 297 to 325. The first two
 are contemporary versions which are still recited in Tengger villages today. One is
 from a village to the southwest of Mount Bromo; the other is from a village to the
 northwest. Both of these texts were already transliterated into Roman script when
 collected from their priest owners. Their spelling and punctuation have not been
 significantly altered. The third version is the British Library manuscript add. 123424.
 It has been transliterated from the Javanese script of the library original.28 The
 fourth version is the Balinese Purwo Bumi, as presented by Hooykaas in his book
 Cosmogony and Creation in Balinese tradition.29 Hooykaas' English translation is
 also given. Additions to the translation are in brackets.

 27C. Hooykaas, Cosmogony and Creation in Balinese Tradition (The Hague: Martinus Nijhoff, 1974),
 p. 2.

 28The keeper of The British Museum manuscript collection, Mr. G.E. Marrison, kindly supplied me
 with a microfilmed copy of the manuscript. He described the library manuscript as written on Javanese
 paper and bound in a dark brown tooled leather cover. I transliterated the text from the Javanese script,
 keeping spelling and punctuation as close as possible to the original. It should be noted that many of the
 sound distinctions indicated by various diacritics in Hooykaas' text are missing completely from both
 present day Tengger versions and from the museum manuscript and are not noted here.

 29Hooykaas' elaborate system of diacritics (which reflects an earlier "Sanskritized" ideal) has of
 necessity, been simplified here [Hooykaas, Cosmogony and Creation (1974)].
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 Hooykaas identifies the Balinese Purwo Bumi as belonging to the repertoire of
 the Balinese sengguhu priest or resi bujangga, a "commoner priest" of sengguhu
 birth.30 The sengguhu is best known for the role he plays in the exorcism rituals
 which take place throughout Bali at nyepi, the annual "day of silence". During nyepi
 the sengguhu priest performs the purification rituals which serve to banish lower-order
 demons from the island for another year. Hooykaas unfortunately gives few details
 of the ceremony that the Balinese litany accompanies. What is striking, however,
 is that whereas in Tengger the Purwo Bumi is the most sacred of priestly liturgy,
 accompanying the most critical and elaborate of Tengger rituals, the Balinese Purwo
 Bumi apparently accompanies a ceremony of a less prestigious standing, associated
 with priests of the underworld.

 When compared line for line, the version supplied by Hooykaas and the Tengger
 versions of the Purwo Bumi are remarkably similar; they are obviously versions of
 the same work. The parallel is all the more striking when one remembers that the
 Balinese Purwo Bumi is in fact a reconstruction based on ten different manuscripts
 which Hooykaas collected from various museums and from priests in different areas
 of Bali.31 The original texts are from Tabanan, Gianyar, Badung, and even Western
 Lombok. The wide dispersion of this prayer indicates that the Purwo Bumi litany
 and the tradition of which it was once part was widespread throughout Bali and
 perhaps even Lombok. The Tengger evidence suggests that, several centuries earlier,
 this same popular priestly tradition extended throughout eastern Java.

 Although clearly versions of the same work, the manuscripts also differ in obvious
 ways. For example, the names and the orders of demons to be appeased vary in all
 four versions of the prayer. In Tengger versions many of the more obscure fiends, and
 those with particularly difficult names, are dropped from the litany altogether. The
 order of those mentioned, furthermore, reflects to some extent local directional
 schemata and topography. Traditional Tengger cosmogony is "anchored" by Mount
 Bromo, which is identified as either south (as the place of the God Brahma) or east
 (as the place of the highest God, the origin of all things). The other directions are
 determined accordingly. This directional schema was often used as a mnemonic
 device.32 To remember the order of their mention, each demon would be "placed"
 in one of the four directions plus one (centre) according to their directional associa
 tions. The order of their mention would thus vary somewhat from village to village
 depending on its orientation to Mt. Bromo.

 Hooykaas comments similarly on the "annoying variation" in the names and orders
 of demons in his Balinese originals. He reports that according to one of his sengguhu
 informants the different orders mark the difference between versions from the
 east and the west.33 It is interesting to note that in Bali too, there is a traditional
 directional orientation towards the mountains, specifically Gunung Agung, which is
 identified as northwards {kaja or kaler).24 It is this portion of the litany, then,

 30Hooykaas, Cosmogony and Creation, p. 53.
 31Ibid., pp. 53-57.
 32See Smith-Hefner, "Reading, Reciting and Knowing".
 33Hooykaas, Cosmogony and Creation, p. 58.
 34Urs Ramseyer, The Art and Culture of Bali (London: Oxford University Press, 1986), p. 95.
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 dealing with lower-order spiritual entities, which most clearly reflects local spiritual
 concerns and thus has undergone considerable local interpretation.

 Perhaps the most significant point of variation in the four versions of the litany,
 however, is in the lines where the covenant with the gods is described and the days
 when humans must honour them are listed. Whereas the Balinese text only mentions
 purnama (full moon) and tilem (no moon), the Tengger texts mention purnama,
 tilems galungan (the 11th wuku of the thirty week wuku cycle), the time of kasadha
 (the Old Javanese month corresponding to June-July) and kapitu (the seventh month,
 corresponding to January-February). The dates mentioned in the Tengger versions
 of the litany continue to be important days of ritual observance in Tengger. On these
 days priestly ritual is still performed in an attempt to keep the dangerous Kala and
 Durga from causing destruction among the inhabitants of the "middle world".

 The difference in the dates of ritual observance listed in Balinese and Tengger
 versions of the litany indicates that the Tengger priest's ritual responsibilities were
 similar to, but much greater than, those of the Balinese sengguhu priest. This points
 in turn to a contrast related to differences in the social development of Indie tradition
 in popular Bali and Java. In Bali the sengguhu is identified as a "commoner priest"
 within a hierarchy of priests, among whom ritual labour is divided. The relegation
 of the sengguhu priest to his "commoner status" is evidently not based strictly upon
 the category of spiritual entities the sengguhu may address, since within the Purwo
 Bumi litany clear mention is made of high-status deities such as Siva and Uma.
 Rather, the designation "commoner status" is made in relation to the existence of
 other, higher status priests associated with the courts. In Java, by contrast, with the
 fall of the last Hindu-Javanese courts, there were no other higher status priests to
 compete with the Tengger priests. Thus, whereas in Bali the sengguhu is inferior to
 the high-caste, courtly pedandas, in Tengger, where there is no more "exemplary cen
 tre", the Tengger dhukuns are inferior to no one, but have remained the sole
 priestly practitioners.35

 Conclusion

 Perhaps the most important insight to come from the comparison of the Balinese
 and Tengger texts is that, contrary to Pigeaud's speculations on the importance of
 the Tengger texts and religious tradition, Tengger were clearly part of a liturgical
 community that stretched beyond its borders all the way to Bali. Although this was
 a more popular, less courtly, variant of Hinduism, nonetheless the detail of the
 text and its centrality in the full array of Tengger rites shows that Hindu-Javanese
 influences were probably quite strong among some of Java's rural peoples ? in this
 instance, even among the inhabitants of one of its largest and most rugged mountain
 regions. It suggests, furthermore, that in Java, unlike some other parts of South
 east Asia,36 at least some mountain villagers were integrated into state and cultic
 traditions of the lowlands from classical times.

 35See Hefner, "appendix", Hindu Javanese, pp. 271-76, for further speculation as to the relationship
 between Tengger dhukun and Balinese sengguhu priests.

 36Charles Keyes, The Golden Peninsula: Culture and Adaptation in Mainland Southeast Asia
 (New York: Macmillan Publishing Co. Inc., 1977); E.R. Leach, Political Systems of Highland Burma
 (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1954).
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 328  Nancy J. Smith-Hefner

 Yet, however tantalizing the Tengger evidence may be, we will never know whether
 this was in fact the case for all of Java. The destruction of Java's Hindu-Buddhist
 courts spelled the end of vital social and political supports for Javanese Hinduism.
 It insured that, in the centuries that followed, only one small mountain population
 would hold itself apart from larger Java to such a degree that it could preserve a liturgy
 and an identity radically inconsistent with the pressing realities of an Islamizing Java.

This content downloaded from 128.197.26.12 on Wed, 17 Aug 2016 12:51:55 UTC
All use subject to http://about.jstor.org/terms


	Contents
	287
	288
	289
	290
	291
	[292]
	293
	[294]
	295
	296
	297
	298
	299
	300
	301
	302
	303
	304
	305
	306
	307
	308
	309
	310
	311
	312
	313
	314
	315
	316
	317
	318
	319
	320
	321
	322
	323
	324
	325
	326
	327
	328

	Issue Table of Contents
	Journal of Southeast Asian Studies, Vol. 21, No. 2 (Sep., 1990), pp. 287-530
	Front Matter
	Abstracts of Articles
	The Litany of "The World's Beginning": A Hindu-Javanese Purification Text [pp. 287-328]
	Who Profits from Custom? Jural Constraints on Land Accumulation and Social Stratification in Benguet Province, Northern Philippines [pp. 329-339]
	Sarawak Malay Attitudes Towards Education during the Period of Brooke Rule, 1841-1946 [pp. 340-359]
	Prostitution and the Politics of Venereal Disease: Singapore, 1870-98 [pp. 360-383]
	The "Chinese Confucian" and the "Chinese Buddhist" in British Burma, 1881-1947 [pp. 384-401]
	Reform Symbolism of a Thai Middle-Class Sect: The Growth and Appeal of the Thammakai Movement [pp. 402-426]
	Book Reviews: Southeast Asian-Language Books
	Review: untitled [pp. 427-430]
	Review: untitled [pp. 430-432]
	Review: untitled [pp. 432-434]
	Review: untitled [pp. 434-436]
	Review: untitled [pp. 436-438]
	Review: untitled [pp. 438-439]
	Review: untitled [pp. 439-440]
	Review: untitled [pp. 441-445]
	Review: untitled [pp. 445-447]
	Review: untitled [pp. 448-449]
	Review: untitled [pp. 449-450]

	Book Reviews: General
	Asia
	Review: untitled [pp. 451-453]

	Southeast Asia
	Review: untitled [pp. 453-454]
	Review: untitled [pp. 454-456]
	Review: untitled [pp. 456-460]
	Review: untitled [pp. 460-463]
	Review: untitled [pp. 463-465]
	Review: untitled [pp. 465-466]
	Review: untitled [pp. 467-469]
	Review: untitled [pp. 469-471]
	Review: untitled [pp. 471-473]
	Review: untitled [pp. 473-474]
	Review: untitled [pp. 475-477]

	Brunei
	Review: untitled [pp. 477-478]

	Burma
	Review: untitled [pp. 479-480]

	Cambodia
	Review: untitled [pp. 481-482]

	Indonesia
	Review: untitled [pp. 482-483]
	Review: untitled [pp. 484-485]
	Review: untitled [pp. 486-487]
	Review: untitled [pp. 487-488]
	Review: untitled [pp. 488-489]
	Review: untitled [pp. 489-491]
	Review: untitled [pp. 491-492]

	Malaysia
	Review: untitled [pp. 492-494]
	Review: untitled [pp. 494-496]
	Review: untitled [pp. 496-497]
	Review: untitled [pp. 498-499]
	Review: untitled [pp. 499-500]
	Review: untitled [pp. 501-502]

	The Philippines
	Review: untitled [pp. 502-504]

	Singapore
	Review: untitled [pp. 504-506]
	Review: untitled [pp. 506-507]

	Thailand
	Review: untitled [pp. 507-509]
	Review: untitled [pp. 509-511]
	Review: untitled [pp. 511-513]

	Vietnam
	Review: untitled [pp. 513-514]
	Review: untitled [pp. 514-516]
	Review: untitled [pp. 516-518]
	Review: untitled [pp. 518-519]
	Review: untitled [pp. 519-521]
	Review: untitled [pp. 522-523]
	Review: untitled [pp. 523-524]
	Review: untitled [pp. 524-525]


	Books Received [pp. 526-530]
	Back Matter



